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Venerable John Merlini, C.PP.S.

Several people have asked me about the outdoor statue that has been

- erected at the new entrance to St. Charles Center near the Deanery

Center and infirmary. The statue is of Father John Merlini, C.PP.S. and is an original made of granite and is
a gift from the Cincinnati Province of the Missionaries of the Precious Blood. Our infirmary has been given
the name Merlini Hall and it seems appropriate that we have a statue close by.

John Merlini was born in Spoleto, Italy on August 28, 1795. He was a disciple of St. Gaspar del Bu-
falo, the founder of the Missionaries of the Precious Blood (C.PP.S.) and continued the latter's missionary
work, traveling untiringly the roads of Italy and conducting popular missions in which he preached the recon-

ciling power of the blood of Christ. Fr.

Blood in ltaly and abroad as the third

Merlini directed and developed the Missionary Society of the Precious
moderator general (world-wide superior) between 1847 and 1873. He

played an important role in establishing the Sister Adorers of the Precious Blood (ASC) with St. Maria de

Mattias.

What is remembered most about Merlini was the way he performed
ordinary things extraordinarily well. Renowned for his sanctity, he died in
Rome on January 12, 1873. In 1972, Pope Paul VI officially recognized
his virtuous life as exemplary and declared him “venerable.” His cause
for sainthood is currently underway.

Have an enjoyable summer! Northern Lights Contents:
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THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF A CATECHIST

by: Carolyn Stucke

Being a catechist (religion teacher) means answering a call from God to echo and live His truths in a very
public way. By our Baptism we are all called to spread the Good News of God'’s love, but people of a variety of
talents and abilities answer that call in a special ways. Most of them answer that call by responding to a nag-
ging, persistence in the mind or by saying yes to a request from the pastor or catechetical leader.

CHALLENGES: However there are challenges that come from the responsetobe a | «
catechist. First of all it takes courage to step into a teaching position whether it be a I leaned more
room of three year olds or a room of seniors. Prayer is a necessary tool for a compe- in onhe year Of

tent catechist. t h c I

Growing in faith and spirituality is another challenge for a catechist. A catechist must (?ac Ing re Ig-
continually nurture his/her spiritual life to remain effective. Like most professions, jon than | did
continual training is another challenge that catechists face. There is so much to learn
about scripture, doctrines of the Church and liturgies of the Mass and sacraments. the WhO/e I’GSt

There are ways to learn new and exciting teaching methods to utilize hands-on learn- Of
ing activities, media and music, in order to make the sessions interesting and un- ) ”
school like and the prayer inspirational. my I[fe!

REWARDS: In my 23+ years of catechetical ministry as a catechist and leader, the
rewards have far outweighed the sacrifices made. The catechist’s own knowledge of
the faith grows tremendously. | often have heard, “I leaned more in one year of teaching religion than | did the
whole rest of my life!” If you want to learn something, agree to teach it!

Being a catechist gives opportunities to meet so many wonderful people. Fellow catechists, parents, pastors,
parishioners, workshop presenters and, of course, the students enrich a catechist’s life beyond imagination. A
catechist’s prayer and knowledge of scripture is enhanced greatly as one reads and studies scripture and cre-
ates and leads prayer with students. A sense of fulfilling one’s Baptismal mission makes up for the time spent in
preparation and in the classroom. Seeing a student understand a concept or answer a question with a well
thought-out comment gives a sense of satisfaction beyond compare.

Being a catechist enhances one’s understanding of Church. A catechist sees all the people it takes to educate
the young and the old in our faith. Individual skills and talents are recognized and nurtured as people work to-
gether to create and maintain a good religious education program, Vacation Bible School, RCIA, Adult Faith For-
mation Programs or liturgies. A catechist gets to see this collaboration first hand.

THE CHURCH RESPONDS: The Church expresses its gratitude and assistance to those who accept the role of
teaching the faith in many ways. The Archdiocese of Cincinnati Office of Evangelization and Catechesis located
in Sidney, Ohio has consultants Jane Pierron and myself to assist parishes with every aspect of religious educa-
tion for persons from early childhood to senior adults. The office offers courses (live, online or video-assisted) to
strengthen a catechist’'s knowledge and skills. Its Media Center has over 5,000 print resources and over 1,500
video, DVD and music resources available to lend. Contact the office at 937-498-1192 or sidneymediacen-
ter@catholiccincinnati.org to reserve resources to borrow. The OEC Web Page: www.catholiccincinnati.org/oec
features up-coming training events, information on current topics, calendars, forms and links.

The Office of Youth and Young Adult has consultants to assist parish youth and young adult ministers: 937-223-
1001 or daytonoym@catholiccincinnait.org or www.catholiccincinnati.org/youthmin. Other Archdiocese of Cin-
cinnati offices, such as Worship, Vocations, Family Life and Mission, can be found at www.catholiccincinnati.org.

YOUR RESPONSE: Being a catechist is a wonderful adventure sprinkled with spiritual growth, new challenges
and opportunities and wonderful relationships. If you feel the Lord calling you to be a catechist, contact your par-
ish catechetical leader or pastor and see what exciting experiences await you! ~ Carolyn Stucke
cstucke@catholiccincinnati.org

“The best “teacher” gift | have ever received was from a former high school student after | had sent him a ‘
card for his marriage. He sent the most wonderful note back. He told me of the impact | had on his faith L
and that his experiences in my classroom with his peers helped him to become the man he was and the ®f\\ \
husband and father he hoped he would be. | realize | played only a small role in this and that his parents | = \ PN ¢

were significant as were others in his life, but this note of affirmation touched my heart and will be forever | - ‘ CS
appreciated and treasured.” Tess Mescher : f i

(=
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PA RT Of th e T EA M by: Renee Schlater, primary educator at Nativity parish, Cassella

Through my years of teaching | have learned that each student has a story and are on a journey. As religion
teachers we need to teach the faith and also listen to each child's story. To let each child know they are impor-
tant and special.

| know as a CCD teacher, | can introduce and teach the faith, but the parents are truly the most important teach-
ers for their child. For my class | have an interactive report card which explains what we did in each class com-
plete with questions for the parents to ask their child. This gets the parents involved in what is being taught and

continues the learning process. If the parents show interest in what is being
taught, | believe the child also sees the importance and will want to learn more. ‘

When | was younger | dreamed of being a teacher - | am living my dream. | truly
enjoy teaching CCD, and | also believe that my students help me grow in knowl-
edge through their questions and their unique perspectives. | remember a stu-
dent asking a question for which | didn't know the answer. | went home and re-
searched the question and came back to the next class with an answer. | believe
that it is very important that we take seriously the questions asked by children. It
is okay not to know the answer to all the questions, for we are all on a learning
journey, but it is very important to attempt to find an answer.

The rewards of teaching are when the children participate in the learning experi-
ence and you can see that moment when a new concept "clicks" in their

mind. When they begin to live their faith and talk about what they learned the
previous weeks. When | teach, | believe in involving the children in the lesson - in A youngster ready to learn.

creating memories... | find a lot of ideas online, in teaching materials available at my parish and through the Of-
fice of Evangelization and Catechesis as well as at Religious Education Congress one Saturday each fall in Pi-
qua.

For example: | brought some heavy books to class and gave one book to each child telling them that this book
contained all their sins. We discussed different kinds of sins and how these hurt Jesus. To show this | chose
one of the children to be Jesus. He stood at the front of the class with his arms outstretched like Jesus on the
cross. The other children took turns placing their "book of sins" on the arms of Jesus until they got too heavy...
Then we talked about how Jesus carries the weight of everyone’s sins in the world. That next week

we celebrated Confession during class time and one of the children said: "we took some of the heavy books off

Jesus tonight..... It's moments like that, which brings joy to my life! To be a part of passing down our faith to
the younger generations - to carry on the work of Jesus in today’s world.

E d itO ri a I by: Tess Mescher

The Tug = Do you ever see the notice in the bulletin and immediately feel a tug to respond, then immedi-
ately a flood of excuses fill the gaps in your brain? Well — that is pretty much how all catechists feel when they
read of a need for a teacher in their parish religious education program.

My personal tug to respond came when | read of an opening for a first grade religion position. | had children in
the program, | love kids and interacted well with them. | felt | could handle the curriculum at that level and yes, |
probably could squeeze the preparation time as well as the class time into my schedule. But was | REALLY
qualified???? Probably not — but the Lord qualifies the called!

That summer | responded to the tug, got my books, and spent an hour or so with the DRE. In the fall | was pre-
pared and excited for what would become a learning experience for us all. Those eleven energized six year olds
in a small classroom gave me a crash course in classroom management, organization and discipline. These
proved to be valuable tools over the next dozen years as | took on high school positions and CYO advising.

More important then the functional and practical tools that | have learned has been the growth of my own faith
formation. | learned right along with the students. | learned from them and through them, while | prepared and
delivered hundreds of lessons.

When you feel that tug, do not be afraid. Open your heart and respond because the children need you and you
will grow right along with them and fear not — the Holy Spirit is with you every second.
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St- Peter Pal'iSh 1860—2010 by: Mrs. Pat Diller

A A
] On January 1, 1860 people of the newly formed St.
4 Peter Parish gathered to participate in the first Mass

| offered in their new church. One can only imagine the
joy in the hearts of the local people as they made their
way on foot to be part of this celebration. Archbishop
Purcell presided at the Mass journeying from Cincinnati
to dedicate their new church to the Lord’s service, un-
der the patronage of St. Peter, Prince of the Apostles.

An early history of the parish reads, “Their church, the
| hard work of their own hands, was now a glorious actu-
ality; their happiness was such as only those who have
tasted the fruits of sacrifice know. Rev. Peter Wilhelmi
C.PP.S. reminded these faith pioneers that now they
had “Die Himmels Leiter” (Jacob’s Ladder) up which
angels carried their prayers to the feet of a Divine
Providence in order to bring down in return God’s
blessings upon their labors, their loved ones, and their
entire community.”

On January 10, 2010 once again many faithful people gathered at St. Peter Church to celebrate all of God’s blessings the
parish has received over the past 150 years. Archbishop Dennis Schnurr traveled the distance from Cincinnati on this cold,
wintry day to preside at the Mass. He was joined by Pastor Rev. Thomas Dorn, Assistant Pastor Rev. Charles Mullen
C.PP.S., Former Pastor Rev. Cornelius Fenton C.PP.S., Former St. Peter Parishioner Rev. Louis Schmit C.PP.S. and Dea-
con Rob Muhlenkamp.

In his homily the Archbishop reflected on the past and present blessings that the parish has received, while reminding the
people that although the future is uncertain, as we move into the future the Lord will be part of it. While none of us know
exactly what the future holds Archbishop Schurr stated, “I do know that the Gospel will be preached, the sacraments will be
celebrated, and the Lord will still be in the midst of His People.

Celebration of Mass at St. Peter, Prince of the Apostles

After the Mass a reception was held at the parish community center hosted by the St. Peter Parish Council. The hall was
packed as people gathered and shared memories and stories of being a part of the parish.

Youth
Support Life j

On the evening of
April 21 the high
school religious
education students
of St. Peter and

St. Joseph parishes
posed on the steps
of St. Peter’s church
wearing the most
recent Respect Life
T-shirts.

The two parishes
have held joint reli-
gious education
classes since 1984
and are members of
the Ft. Recovery
Cluster of parishes.




St. Charles Senior Living CoOmmunity ., s. v sere crs
I : Biblical Art Exhibit ......... Coming to St. Charles

The Saint John’s Bible is a major artistic, cultural and spiritual
‘ achievement. Benedictine Monks of Saint John’s Abbey and the
S Saint John’s University in Collegeville, MN, hired Donald Jackson,
world renowned artist and calligrapher, along with many artists,
calligraphers and theologians to create the first handwritten,
illuminated Bible in over 500 years. This work of art unites
tradition with the vision and technology of today, illuminating the Word of God.

St. Charles Center in Carthagena will host an exhibit of 25 prints of incredible work of art from

this Bible for three weeks. The exhibit opens Sunday, August 22, at 3:00 p.m., in Chapel with

a Scripture Service and a brief introduction to the exhibit given by Fr. Al Naseman, C.PP.S.

Exhibit hours: Mon-Sat. 9:30-11:30a.m.; 1:00-4:00 p.m. Sun. 1:00-4:00p.m. & Wed. 6:30-8:30p.m.

This is the only site in the state of Ohio to have a showing of these prints during this year. Whether you have a
deep reverence for Scripture, are drawn to art, are an artist, an art collector or just curious, you don’t want to
miss this exhibit. There is no admission fee; a free will offering is appreciated. Selected books and note cards
will be available for purchase. For a taste of the exhibit visit: www.saintjohnsbible.org.

While at St. Charles you are also invited to make a visit in our beautiful Assumption Chapel and view the mar-
velous mosaic and stained glass windows. There is also an opportunity to see a DVD which gives a brief de-
scription of St. Charles Center and Senior Living Community. For information about St. Charles and/or the ex-
hibit go to www.st-charles-cpps.org or contact: Sister Martha Bertke, 419-925-4516, ext. 112, e-mail:
smbertke@bright.net

Spiritual Center of Maria Stein by: Charlene Huff divcto

At the Spiritual Center we are just beginning to enjoy warmer temperatures
and sun-filled days with anticipation for the beautiful months ahead.

Please mark your calendars for our special summer retreats and events:

May 23 — June 13: Exhibition of Icon Paintings from the Marian Library of
the University of Dayton.

June 11 — 13: Unveiling the Mystery and Spiritual Richness of Holy Icons
Sr. Marcia Klowan, OSF, offers understanding and appreciation
of Holy Icons.

June 7 - June 11 lunch, Fr. Harry Meyer will lead this five day retreat on
Wrestling with God.

June 11 -13: The Heart of Centering Prayer with Sister Dorothy Feltz, S.S.J., will be offered

July 12 - July 18: Father Raymond Roh, O.S.B from San Luis Obispo, California will be leading a week long
retreat on Discipleship: Healing and Wholeness!

August 2 - August 6: Father Bert Buby, S.M leading a five day retreat on Mary, Our Model for Discipleship.

Coinciding with the June, July and August week long retreats are our Personally Directed Retreats. During
the days of June 7 - 13; July 12 - 18 and Aug. 2 - 6, each personally directed retreatant will be able to choose
either The God of Our Deepest Longings, by Rev. Peter VanBreemen, S.J. or Seven Sacred Pauses, by Sister
Macrina Wiederhehr, O.S.B for the focus of their week-long retreat.

Individuals may register for any of the above retreats by calling 419-925-7625
or on the web at: www.spiritualcenter.net.
Come for the peace and quiet...
come to be renewed...
and don’t miss these exceptional summer retreat offerings.
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Ma ria Stein Cen ter Ne WS by Sr. Barbara Ann Hoying,

It is beautiful here at Maria Stein Center! It is beautiful in the St. Marys Deanery area.
There are beautiful sights — the green of the grass, the color of flowers, the blue of the sky,
the blossoms on the trees. There are beautiful sounds — children squealing as they run in
the warm air, birds singing, lawn mowers on the yard, tractors in the field, and the neighbors’
farm animals making their distinctive sounds.

Maria Stein Center provides a special place, a holy place to take in the sights and sounds of
nature—on our large campus. It is a place to receive the sights and sounds of faith—in the
quiet of chapel during personal prayer and during the group prayer of a guided tour in the chapels.

The Relic Chapel, the Heritage Museum and the grounds at the Shrine provide a unique place of learning — book
a tour for yourself, your family, your students, your club. The lives of the saints give us wonderful, fascinating,
personal earth-stories of those who now enjoy Heaven. They are powerful connections with God when we need
“extra” help. We call that connection the “communion of saints.” The things of the past, used by our ancestors
and on display in the museum help us appreciate the things we have and use in the present day. Some are
funny—like the pig used to warm the feet in bed or during a winter trip in the wagon or buggy pulled by a horse
or team of horses. Some things are practical—like peeling apples and pears, ironing shirts and dresses, and
making hosts and statues and vestments for church. Lots of interesting things!

There are lots of pre-arranged tours on our upcoming calendar. There is still some room to add others. Or,
come without an appointment. Listen to the audio tape in the Relic Chapel and read the signs in the museum.
We like to share the rich treasure we have at Maria Stein. Please come! To call ahead: 419-925-4532.

Worship Ways Conference
December 2, 3, & 4, 2010

Preparing for the Third Roman Missal

Tony Alonso, Fr. Jan Michael Joncas and Marty Haugen are the composers of some of the most treasured
hymns and acclamations of our Catholic heritage: “On Eagles Wings”, “We Come to Your Feast’, and the “Mass
of Creation”.

These talented and experienced liturgical leaders, teachers and musicians have joined together to create a con-
ference for all those interested in the renewal of faithful and vibrant worship. Through presentations, workshops
reading sessions and actual worship, they invite and inspire attendees to imagine and experience how liturgy
can draw upon the rich Christian worship tradition and simultaneously speak in a powerful and meaningful way to

contemporary culture.

. Those who
The trio serves as the “Worship Ways” core team and will offer hands on teaching, .
discussion, and prayer. Shou’q attend.
e Thursday, December 2 — Opening session and Taize Prayer those involved
 Friday, December 3 — Eucharist, Break out sessions, and an evening concert in liturgies and
o Saturday, December 4 — Morning Prayer, breakout sessions, closing Eucharist ministries

Those who should attend: those involved in liturgies and ministries within the Mass and within the Mass
anyone wishing to deepen their worship experience are welcome to participate in all or

part of the three day’s programs. anfj apy one
= : : : : : wishing to
e Churches of St. Augustine (Minster), St. John the Baptist (Maria Stein), and .
Holy Redeemer (New Bremen) will host this 3 day event. deepen their
worship
More information will follow, but for immediate information, please contact experience.

Paul Mizer 419- 925-4793, Amy Noykos 419-629-2614, or Nick Wilker 419-629-2543.
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The Sacrament of Reconciliation

by: Fr. Ken Schroeder

In John's Gospel (John 20,21-23) Jesus E’enancg —or the rite of reconciliation — ofteq called
I8 onfe:?%l —is ;Ee Sacrament in which Christ for-

saystohisdisciples:® As 't he Fath gives our Siris and reconciles us to our fellow Chris-

| s e nThen He twreathed’on them and said: C‘ﬁI)
“Receive the Holy Sj
they are forgiven them; if you hold them bot -Ll-
ar e h e llndukets Gospei (Huke 15, 1-24),
Christ recognized that the life of the average Chris-
tian would be a humiliating process of falling and
rising and falling again — of sinning and continual re-
conversion. By this parable of the prodigal son’s
return, Christ brings home to us God’s immense The sinner confesses to the priest, the rep-
love and joy at our return from sin. Anthony resentative of the Church, because he/she has of-
Wilhelmsaysthat® we pl unge i nt o si fendedthewholeChughdy his/hgr sind, ensvcomesitometrecon- t
grave, but Chri st i s Al&ddw acyestoonehfdaw Bhrisians. Sin ia dssentally selfssh and p
asks is that we sincerely continue to try, to be converted again, alienating. Even one’s secret sins deprive his/her fellow Chris-

and never despair. tians of love and helps toward heaven, and serious sin may cut
one off from them. So the sacrament of reconciliation which re-
stores our full love-union with them is public and social. Our con-
fession may be private, but we appear in church, before our fellow
Christians, to acknowledge that our sins have affected them as
well as us and that we wish to be reconciled to them.

his sorrow by acknowfedging his/her sins and the
priest's words of forgiveness and reconciliation in
Christ's name. While Christ is no longer visibly
ﬂ amongustoassureus,”“ Yo ur sins
He is with us in this sacrament, speaking through the
priest, giving us His loving assurance of forgiveness.

_

God wants to forgive our sins! Forgiveness and recon-
ciliation is a vital part of love. Couples in love often experience
the wonder of mutual forgiveness after an argument; in fact,
some of the deepest moments of love come after making up.
On the other hand, a refusal to forgive can be a terrible thing.
There is the story of a woman on her death-bed refusing to forgive In each act of penance, the one we really come to meet
her unfaithful husband, though he knelt tearfully beside her beg- is Christ. Though He is invisible, we encounter His look of love,
ging forgiveness. Many sincere people today, realizing their moral and like Peter after his denial, we are penetrated by sorrow for our
failings, feel that they ought to do something about them. They sins. Then through the assuring words of the priest we know that
know they have been selfish, insincere, immoderate, and have Christ is forgiving us. There is the silent and wonderful realization

hurt others, even those they love. They vaguely wish for that He joyfully welcomes us back as He did Peter. In penance

a chance to acknowledge their guilt, to be assured of under- Jesus forgives us, restores God’s grace-presence if we have lost
standing and forgiveness, and the strength to make a “fresh start.” it by mortal sin, and strengthens us to avoid future sins. Confes-
They may not realize it, but they are looking for God's sion of our sins makes us face our sins and helps us do some-
forgiveness, for His understanding acceptance, and an thing definite about them. Penance gives us, above all, the assur-
assurance of His help to do better. ance that our sins are actually forgiven. Confession particularly

God has revealed Himself to be. above all. understand- gives one a special sense of personal contact with God. Many a
’ ’ pr'es% —and many a Catholic — can testify that going to confession

ing, merciful, and forgiving. The inspired Psalmist said: “ N o t raordi trai .
cording to our sins does He deal with us, nor does He rec(ffﬂi & g extraordinary, penelrating experience.

accor di ng TheprophetMicah saygsGodme s . We must keep in mind that when we ask God's forgive-

“delights in mercy..He wi |ness,tetirdtandmostmportaot thing weimustihageus sotrow e

cast al | our sins into t hoeconlrition tVithoot true sbrrowtthireecan be@odorgiveness,

Christ above all revealed God'’s merciful, forgiving love, and any ceremony of reconci!iation WO‘.Jld be'a mockery: True

by associating with sinners, and particularly by forgiving their sins. sorrow need .nOt be necessarlly felt. | 1S basmallyl the will to .be
sorry. A feeling of sadness, tears, etc. is an emotional reaction

He welcomed this sinful woman who came weeping to that may accompany some people’s sorrow, but sorrow is essen
Him in Simon’s house, and silenced his host's objections...” h e r y pany peop '

sins, many as they are, shall be forgiven her, because s%%%%e S W|II|nglor vyantmg to t?e sorry. And the test of true sor-
| oved AnidesaidtoHer,” Yo ur sins aro¥® oyrgeprrglqat@ngoﬁtq St again.

Jesus often proclaimed that He was sent particularly to sinners, In St. Marys Deanery there are many opportunities to
the “lost sheep.” Christ continues to forgive and reconcile through receive this beautiful, life-giving sacrament of reconciliation. If
His Church, through the sacrament of reconciliation. After Jesus  one unfortunately commits a serious sin this sacrament must be

passed on the power to forgive to His Apostles received before receiving Holy Communion. But even without
(John 20, 21-23), the apostles passed their power of forgiving serious sin, this sacrament offers life-giving graces to assist us on
on to others, the bishops and priests of Christ's Church. our pilgrim journey toward heaven.

tians,, s sign of cc?rve\ziggny\}s élwe sipper's,showing o
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A Little Archdiocese & Deanery History ., rueer

Bishop Edward D. Fenwick, O.P. was appointed the first Bishop of Cincinnati in 1821. The newly formed dio-
cese of Cincinnati was the first diocese in the state of Ohio therefore it holds the title of “Archdiocese” while the
other five: Columbus, Stuebenville, Youngstown, Toledo and Cleveland dioceses that were formed later continue
with the title of diocese.

The Archdiocese of Cincinnati includes 19 counties located in the southwestern region of the state with 220 par-
ishes Catholic parishes. The St. Marys Deanery includes the 27 within Mercer & Auglaize counties and tops the
northern part of the archdiocese. Other archdiocesan deaneries include: the Cathedral Deanery, St. Andrew
Deanery, St. Francis De Sales Deanery, St. Lawrence Deanery, St. Margaret Mary Deanery, Dayton Deanery,
Hamilton Deanery, St. Martin Deanery, Sidney Deanery and the Springfield Deanery.

The St. Marys Deanery Center was established in 1992 and is unique as it is the only Deanery with a dedicated
Center office within the Archdiocese. At that time Archbishop Pilarczyk approved the plan “A Future to Believe
In” addressing future ministerial needs of the Deanery parishes with the impending shortage of priests. With a

grant from the “Brunnerdale Tithing Fund” the St. Marys Deanery Center was established in rented office space
at the St. Charles Center and began offering training programs for the various areas of ministry in the parishes.

Over the years hundreds of educational and informative programs have been offered to clergy and laity, for
those in parish ministry and parishioners seeking personal spiritual growth. The Deanery office also offers an
extensive lending library. All parishioners from the St. Marys Deanery are invited to attend programming
(typically) without a fee as their parishes pay a semiannual assessment for the St. Marys Deanery programming.

The Deanery office has been quite involved with the clustering process and Ministry 2010 planning. These clus-
ters of parishes are reflected by the St. Marys Deanery board of representatives who meet three times a year:
Judy Bell/Wapakoneta Cluster; Kathy Mescher/Celina Cluster; Becky Fullenkamp/Marion Cluster; Susan Bern-
hold/Minster Cluster; Fr. Walling/Coldwater Cluster; Deacon Greg Bornhorst/New Bremen; Peg Fullenkamp/St.
Henry Cluster; Pat Diller/Ft. Recovery Cluster and Archdiocesan representative/Carolyn Stucke. The St. Marys
Deanery Office Director, Tess Mescher, reports to the Dean, Fr. Jim Seibert, C.PP.S.




